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THE LIFE OF FENELON. 


The celebrated and virtuous Francis 
de Salignac de la Motte Fenelon, of 
an ancient and illustrious family, 
= was son of Pons de Salignac marquis 
de Fenelon, and was born at the cas- 
= tle of Fenelon, in the province of 
Perigord, which now forms the de- 
> partment of Dordogne, August 6th, 
# 1651. He received private in- 


= straction in his father's house till 


he had attained the age of twelve; 
then was removed to the university 
of Cahors; and completed his stud- 
ies at Paris, under the superinten- 
= dence of his uncle, Anthony marquis 
of Fenelon, of whom the great Con- 
dé said, that he equally shone in con- 
versation, in a campaign, and in the 
cabinet. So great were young Fen- 
elon's natural talent and capacity, that 
the most difficult stud ies proved to 
him mere amusements. He assumed 
early in life the ecclesiastical habit; 


ii LIFE OF FENTLON. 
and before he had attained his t Ven- 
tieth year, he preached at Paris, with 
so much success as to attract the no- 
tice of Bossuet and Bourdalnue, 
the most celebrated divines of that 
age. His uncle, apprehensive that 
indiscriminate praise might excite 
presumption, or corrupt the native 
good ness of the mind, presueded his 
nephew to retire from public view, 
and continue his studies in solitude 
and silence. Fenelon evinced his 
discretion and power of self-denial 
by a cheerful consent, and by ap- 
plying with unremikting zeal to the 

study of theology and the cultivation 
of polite literature. In truth, his 
retirement from the world only ren- 
dered him more worthy of it. At 
the age of twenty-four he entered in- 
to holy orders, and gave at this early 
period such proofs of exemplary pie- 
ty and discretion, that three years af- 
terwzrds the archbishop of Paris in- 
trusted. him with an office which re- 
quired strict conduct and judgment; 
namely, that of Superior to 1 


” converted catholic women, No one 
= was more adapted to this emplov- 
ment than Fenclon; for no one bei- 
ter knew h W to zoften the aut hori- 


manners, and to adapt the arguments 
of his warm and persuasive elo- 
7 quence to the female temper and 


8 _ £ ” . 
5 Lb,” > POT I UI hf » 
4 8 . n 


LIFE OF FENELON. It 


ty oi his mission by the most gentle 


delicacy. His success in this min- 
istry raised his reputation exceed ing- 
Iv, and rendered him known to 
Louis xiv, Occupied with the idea 
of abolishing by force the reformed 
religi:n, that monarch selected Fen- 
elon to undertake a mission in the 
provinces of Saintonge and Aunis, 
for the conversion of heretics. . But 
Fenelon refused to undertake the 
office, if it was to be supported by 
military force, declaring that he 
would convert only by persuasion 
and argument, never by persecution; 
and would represent God such as he 
believed him to be, not an object of 
terror, but the benevolent father of 
his creatures. The monarch ap- 
proved of this liberality of senti- 
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ment, of which none was inherited 
by himself. To the spirit and tol- 
eration of Fenelon these provinces 
were indebted for an exemption 
from the dreadful persecution which 
deluged with blood the rest of 
France. On his return to Par- 
is, he reasumed his former humble 
office, incapable of fawning for pre- 
ferment and power. His reputation, 
however, as an excellent preacher, a 
good man, and a profouna scholar 
daily increased, In 1688, he 
published his Treatise on Female Ed- 
ucation 5; and a work Concerning the 
Functions of the Pastors of the Church, 

In 1689, he was appointed pre- 
ceptor to the dukes of Burgundy 
and Berry. He owed this ap- 
pointment solely to the duke of 
Beauvilliers, governor of the young 
princes; who thought him the only 
person he knew who seemed capable 
of fulfilling this important trust. Fen- 
elon entered with enthusiasm on this 
laborious and difficult office. To 
give up his own comforts, and to de- 


. „ „ tage, Hof bead 


A eee e eee ACS 


LIFE OF FENELON, v 


\ vote himself solely to the govern- 
ment of his pupils; not to utter a 


word which did not convey a les- 
son; not to perform an action which 
was not an example; to remind them 
of their high station, that they might 
become acquainted with it's impor- 


= tance; to annihilate their pride; to 


is 
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combat those passions which flattery 
encourages, and eradicate those vices 


which are peculiar to a court; to re- 
prove them without losing their con- 
hdence, to correct them without for- 
feiting their friendship; to add to 
the consciousness of their duty, and 
to diminish the consciousness of their 
power; in a word, never to deceive 
his pupils, his country, nor his con- 
science, was the task of Fenelon; to 
whom the monarch said, „I give 
you my sons,“ and to whom the peo- 
ple cried, Give us a father.“ 

His plan of education is said to have 
been a master-piece of judgment. 
When he entered on his charge, he 
found the Duke of Burgundy haugh- 
ty, imperious, and passionate, or 
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rather furious to excess, on the most 
trifling opposition to his will. He 
was of so untractable a disposition 
that it was apprehended, hould he 
attain the age of maturity, he would 


be the scourge of mankind. He 


was exceedingly obstinate, fond of 
voluptuous pleasures, the chace, and 
gaming. He was naturally stern, 
barbarous and tyranical Yet the 
extent and sagacity of his under- 
Standing was prodigious; one sub— 
ject of study at a time was to tri- 
fling for his attention ; the most ab- 
stract sciences were play. So proud 
was he, that he regarded himself as 
on a level with omnipotence, and 
he looked on men in general as mere 
atoms in the universe. Instead of 
adopting a painful train of argu- 
ments, Fenelon ordered, when any 
of those passions were in agitation, 
that his. studies and amusements 
Should be immediately suspended; 
that the most profound silence and 
an air of the deepest melancholy 
should be maintained by all who 
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Zapproached him. The prince find- 


ing himself thus avoided, and con- 
sidered as unworthy of attention, al- 


ways grew weary of solitude, ac- 
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knowledged his fault, requested 
forgiveness, and endeavoured again 
to conciliate esteem and favour, 
Fenelon ever received his humilia- 
tion with complacency, and then 
took opportunities of representing, 
the unhappy effects of such violent 
passions, both on himself and on 
those around him; and, that if per- 


sisted in, he would be regarded as 


an object of consternation and terror. 

Fenelon's system of education 
was regular, yet design was not 
obvious; every measure appeared 
the effect of accident, and derived 
from necessary occurrences. ' He 
laid down no regular hours for ap- 
plication, yet every hour and every 
place were made subservient to im- 
provement and instruction. At 
dinner, at play, riding, walking, or 


in company, his curiosity was con- 
tinually excited by casual hints, and 
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Zapproached him. The prince find- 
ing himself thus avoided, and con- 
sidered as unworthy of attention, al- 
ways grew weary of solitude, ac- 
knowledged his fault, requested 
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forgiveness, and endeavoured again 
to conciliate esteem and favour, 
Fenelon ever received his humilia- 
tion with complacency, and. then 
took opportunities of representing, 
the unhappy effects of such violent 
passions, both on himself and on 
those around him; and, that if per- 
sisted in, he would be regarded as 
an object of consternation and terror, 
Fenelon's system of education 
was regular, yet design was not 
obvious; every measure appeared 
the effect of accident, and derived 
trom necessary occurrences. He 
laid down no regular hours for ap- 
plication, yet every hour and every 
place were made subservient to im- 
provement and instruction. At 
dinner, at play, riding, walking, or 
in company, his curiosity was con- 
tinually excited by casual hints, and 
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judicious remarks weie introduced 
in the course of the most desultory # 
conversation; these hints led to ques- 
tions and explanations. His pupil's 
studies were generally engaged in 


at his own request. In short, by 
the power of education, Fenelon 
transformed his royal pupil; ren— 
dered him from the haughticst, the 
most humble; from the most un— 
governable, the most easy of con- 
troul; and from the most passionate 
and furious, the meekest of man— 
kind. On any accident or situa— 
tion, which was either calculated to 
correct a foible, or to recommend 
any particular virtue, Fenelon wrote 
a tale, a fable, or a dialogue, In 
this mode of instruction, he incul- 
cated, that crooked policy in a $0v- 
ereign always recoils upon himself; 
that to deceive his subjects, or his 
enemies, is not only immoral but 
prejudicial; that greatness, which is 
purchased with crimes, yields nei- 
ther glory no1 happiness; that tyran- 
ny is more baneful to the sovereign 
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than to the subject; that a prince 
can only find happiness and securi=- 
ty in the love of his people; that 
the complaints of subjection, and 
the cries of misfortune, if rejected, 


Pl 4 


that master-piece of genius. 


ascend to the throne of God; that 


| dug glory of a wise and pacific prince 
is more solid than that of an unjust 


conqueror; that the frenzy of wars 


is the epidemic distemper of Kings 


and ministers; and that except un- 


der the pressure of natural calami- 


ties, as times of pestilence and fam- 
ine, it is the fault of those who gov- 


ern, if the subject be unhappy. 
Such are the exalted maxims which 
may be found in the Dzalogues of 
the Dead; a work abounding with 
the soundest historical knowledge, 
and the purest principles of govern- 
ment :—in the Directions for the 
Conscience of a Ring, which has been 
styled the catechism of princes :— 
and more particularly in Telemachus, 


Such is the power of a wise and 
pleasing mode of education, that 
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from an impetuous character arose 
a prince affable, mild, humane, pa- 
tient, modest and humble; austere 
towards himself, benevolent to oth- 
ers; zealous to fulfil his duty, and 


to be worthy of his future destina- 


tion of ruling a great kingdom. | 
This astonishing change of character 
was formed by gradual and almost 


imperceptible degrees, Fen- 


elon wrote against the Jansenists. 
The idea he had formed of the Di- 


vine goodness, rendered him averse 


to the doctrines of Father Quesnel, 
which he called cruel, unpitying, 
and tending to plunge their votaries 
into despair. What a terrible 
being,”” said he, do they make of 
God ! For my part, I consider him 
as a good being; and I can never 
consent to regard him as a tyrant, 
who, having fettered us, commands 
us to walk, and then punishes us, 
because we cannot obey him.” 

He continued at court eight years, 
with no other benefice than a small 


priory. At length the king bestow- 
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ed on him the abbey of St. Vallery. 
He afterwards promoted him to the 


archÞhichopric of Cambray. On 
accepting this promotion he resign- 
ed the abbey of St Valery. When 
pressed by the King to retain it, he 
#3 
answered, that the revenues of the 
archbishopric were amply sufficient, 


and that he would not keep what 


might provide for some deserving 
person.“ But while acting thus 
= diginterestedly and thus promoted, 
he was suddenly 1emoved from his 
office, and banished from court. 

Several causes contributed to his 
disgrace. Perfection is unatainable, 
and foibles are the concomitants of 
man. He became captivated with 
the visionary and enthusiastic tenets 
of Madame de Guyon, whose spir- 
itual ideas he supported, in the con- 
' fererences held at Issy to condemn 


them; and in a book entitled, An 


7 Explanation of the Maxims of the 


Saints, His religious principles 
were now questioned; he was pub- 
lickly accused of maintaining the 
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extravagant notions of Quietism, 
and the cause was carried to Rome, 
to be decided by the Pope, by 
whom the book was condemned. 
To enter into a detail of this theo- 
logical dispute, would be highly 


uninteresting; it may be sufficient 
8 * 


to remark, that the opinions of Fen- | F 


elon, however enthusiastic and ex- 


travagant, were the effusions of a 
pure heart and warm imagination, 


as strikingly is evidenced in the 


present little manuel, containing his 
Reflections for every Day in the Month, 
which is said to be the last of his 
works. His mystic opinions, 
however, were not the sole cause of 


his disgrace; the education which. 


he gave to the Duke of Burgundy, 
was an indirect disapprobation of 
the conduct cf Louis the fourteenth; 


and that haughty monarch thought 


he saw in the Adventures of Telema- 
chus his own despotism and ambi- 
tion censured. It has been 
justly remarked, that the heresy of 
the Archbishop of Cambray might 


Rive nor altercation. 


Femployments. 
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he attributed more to his politics 
"Han to his theology. Fenelon sup- 
Ported the persecution, as became 
Sim, with firmness and moderation, 
He neither complained of the viru— 
Aent abuses of his enemies, nor of 
he cabals employed to disgrace 
him; he neither descended to invec- 
When Bossu- 
kt called him an heretic and a blas- 


phemer, he mildly replied, © Why 


Ho you load me with abuse instead 
Fof argument? is it because you call 
my arguments abuse?” All the 


services of Fenelon were forgotten; 


he received an order to retire to 
Cambray; his friends were exiled ; 
and his relations deprived of their 
; Madame de 
illery, while recounting her own 


distresses, says, It is known that 


in the case of Fenelon and the Duke 
of Burgundy, that the preceptor 


I and pupil were forbidden to write 
Ito each other, and corresponded in 


b Secret. We must hate the man who 
could enjoin such a command; but 
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ent abuses of his enemies, nor of 
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bim; he neither descended to invec- 
Rive nor altercation. When Bossu- 


3 t called him an heretic and a blas- 
phemer, he mildly replied, Why 


Ho you load me with abuse instead 
of argument? is it because you call 
my arguments abuse?” All the 
services of Fenelon were forgotten; 


e received an order to retire to 
ambray; his friends were exiled ; 


; and his relations deprived of their 


Zemployments. Madame de 
Sillery, while recounting her own 


distresses, says, „It is known that 


in the case of Fenelon and the Duke 


of Burgundy, that the preceptor 
and pupil were forbidden to write 


o each other, and corresponded in 
ecret. We must hate the man who 


could enjoin such a command; but 
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Fenelon is not without blame fot! 
having authorized the disobedience} 
of his pupil. For the rest, when |} 
consider that Fenelon was hates and 
disgraccfully dismissed for the at. 
trocious crime of writing the Ad. 
ventures of Telemachus for his pu. 
pil; when F recollect that Louis the pe 
great, after reading this work, ex-“ 
claimed, I knew M. de Cambray gr 

possessed a Weak mind, but 1 never? 
before suspected him of having 4% 
cotrupt heart,“ I feel the fullest con- 
viction that I have no right to com- 
plain.“ The Duke of Bur-® 

gundy always considered his venet-} 
able preceptor as a father and a! 
friend, In the height of an abom- 
inable persecution, when it was) 
dangerous to mention the name of 
Fenelon:at court, his amiable pupil 
wrote thus. „At last, my 
dear archbishop, I find an oppor- Ph. 
tunity of breaking the silence which 
I have been constrained to keep 
during four years. I have since 
suffered many evils; but one of the 
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reatest has been, my not being able 
> prove to you what I felt on your 
count during this interval; and 
ow greatly my friendship has in- 
reased instead of being lessened by 
our misfortunes, I look forward 
ith delight to the time when [ shall 
ze able to see you; but | fear that 
his time is still very distant. I was 
1 reatly shocked at the treatment 
which you have met with, but we 
must submit to the divine will, and 
pelieve, that whatever happens is for 
the best. — Versailles, Dec. 22. 
K 710.” Fenelon passed the 
ast Sixteen years of his life at his 
diocese, performing not only the 
sual functions of his episcopal of- 
ce, but exercising the duties of an 
ordinary priest. Many of the let- 
ers Which he wrote at this time, 
ere published after his death, and 
shew a perfect knowledge of the 
indings and turnings of the human 
eart, a pure and unaffected piety, 
and great mildness towards the de- 
ects of others. At Cambray was 
8-1 
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a Seminary for the instruction «0 
persons in his diocese designed fo 
holy orders. He frequently assisted 
at the examinations, and himsell! 
questioned each candidate before he 
ordained him. Heexplained to the 


students, every week, the principle 
of religion; exhoited them to lay 
before him any difficulties or objec. 


tions which occurred to them; lis- 
tened to them with patience, and 


answered them with candour and! 
mildness. Ramsay, his disciple 
and biographer, who was frequently 
present at these conferences, says, he 
does not know which to admire! 
most, his extreme condescension, of 


the sublimity of his discourses. 


He preached frequently, during his? 
visitations, and always adapted his 
discourses to the capacity of his 
hearers. That voice which had 
charmed the court of Louis the four- } 
teenth; that genius which had en- 
lightened Europe, spoke to peasants | 
and mechanics; and no style was 


foreign to him in his endeavours to 


nst 
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nstruct and improve mankind. 


d for amsay has related various anec- 
istedWdotes of this amiable prelate, dur- 
msell Wing his residence at Cambray, which 
re he prove the benevolence and excellen- 


o the cy of his disposition. When 
iples Wa clergyman of his diocese boasted 
) lay of, having abolished the dances of 
bjec-Wthe peasants on sundays and holi- 
lis. days; My good friend,” returned 
mn Fenelon, „tho“ we do not dance 
an 


ourselves, let us allow these poor 
ciple people to amuse themselves; let us 
-ntly not deprive them of the momentary 
s, he satisfaction of forgetting the wretch- 
mire Yedness of their fate.” He 
1, Of Foften walked alone in the environs 
of Cambray, entered frequently the 
his cottages of poor peasants, conveised 
| his with them in the most familiar man- 
his ner, partook of their coarse fare, and 
had soothed and assisted them in their 
our- F dithculties and afflictions. Long 
en- after his death, the chairs on which 
ants he sat were regarded with venera- 
was tion. The saying of a man 
s to of letters on viewing the ne 
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of his library by fire, that * he 
Should have gained little from his 


books if he knew not how to bear 


the loss of them,“' has been justly | 
admired. Fenelon, who lost his RE 


library by a similar accident, ex- 


pressed himself, if not so exaltedly 


at least not less affectingly; God 


be praised,“ said he, that it was 
not the cottage of some poor fami- 
ly!” | In one of his rambles, 
observing a peasant in great distress, | 
he demanded the cause. Alas!” 
Said the peasant, 1 am driven 
from my cottage, and the enemy 
has taken away my caw ; ah, sir! 1 
shall never possess another!“ Fen- 
elon instantly departed under the 


protection of his 3 after 
aide foun 
Drought her to the peasant. 


Fenelon during the ravages of a war - 
which had driven many unfortunate 
country people from their habita- 
tions, received them into his palace; 


maintained, and even waited on 


the cow, and 


them, When the army of 1 
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Flanders, the only defence of the 


he 

his kingdom, was unprovided with 
bear magazines, and on that account in- 
stly capable of acting, he opened, his 
his granaries, and set the example of dis- 
ex. interested liberality, which was fol- 
dly lowed by neighbouring districts; 
> +4 the troops were supplied; and Flan- 


ders saved. Nay, after 0 
EMalplaquet his palace became an 
les, hospital for the sick and wounded, 
ess, £2 refuge to persons of distinction, 
gi» and an asylum for the poor; to 
ven whom, like a beneficent angel, he 
distributed succours and consola- 
-1 7 ons. A veneration for Fen- 
en. elon was not confined to the French 
the armies; Eugene and Marlborough 
fter sent detachments of troops to guatd 
and his estates from pillage, and order- 
Fed grain for his use to be escorted 
war to the gates of Cambray. 3 
nate 171 1 the Dauphin died, the Duke of 
ita» Burgundy became heir apparent, 
ice; and the advanced age and bob dein 
on Jinfirmities of Louis the fourteent 

rendered the prospect of his acces- 
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60 deeply affected him, that in the 


Sion to the throne no distant event, ori 


rie 
But, having attained his twentieth | ny 
year, beloved and esteemed by all, viv. 
his wife, the Dutchess of Burgundy, vea 
on whom he doated, was seized con 
with the small-pox, and died after ma 
a few days illness. He bore this vio 
afflicting stroke with apparent calm- cia 
ness, yet his soul bled, He unfor- wi 
tunately caught the same distemper vl 
Which had hurried his wife to the id 
grave, and which also proved fatal di! 
to him. In this last scene he po 
acquitted himself as became the great- W. 
ness of his mind, with profound wi 
composure and invincible patience. > th 
Thus fell in the year 1712 a prince m 
which France did not deserve, ot 
which earth did not deserve; he was 0 
fit only for eternity. Tho MI th 
Fenelon bore this stroke with per- fi 
fect resignation, yet the loss of one fi 
created by his care and industry, o 
under whose auspices he fondly ex- e 
pected to see his country recover- e 
ing from a long series of calamities, t 
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grief of his soul he exclaimed, * All 
my ties are broken!“ He sur- 
vived this irreparable loss only three 
vears, lingering, not living. In the 
commencement of 1715, an inflam- 
mation of the lungs, brought on a 
violent fever, attended with excru- 
ciating pains. He bore his illness 
with that christian resignation, 
which is equally removed from time 
id superstition, or philosophic in- 
difference; and died with the com- 
posed tranquillity of a good man, 


who sees in death the instant in 


markable, that Fenelon died with- 
out leaving any debts to discharge, 


or any wealth to be disposed of; 
ho! there remained only what was suf- 
| ficient to defray the expences of his 


funeral. His relations placed 


on his monument a tedious and cold 
epitaph. D' Alembert has propos- 
ed the following inscription ; but 
there is a quaintness and hyperbole 


in it, which one is surprised to see 


xxii LIFE OF f EN ZLON- 


in the composition of so ingenious 
a writer. _$* Yous cette pierre | 
re pose Fenelon.—Passant, n' efface 


point par les pleurs cette Epitaphe, 


afin que d' autres la lisent et pleu- 


rent comme toi.“ | | 
Under this stone Fenelon reposes! 
| Passenger, 
let not thy tears etface this inscription; 
that others may hereafter read it, 

I and weep also. 

It is said, that Louis the xiv, to- 
wards the close of Fenelon's life, 
became reconciled to his conduct; 
tor almost every one else had deceiv- 
ed or misled him. On hearing of 
his death, he exclaimed, Alas! we 
have lost him when we required 
him the most. he qualites 
which rendered Fenelon an object 


of esteem and admiration, and 


Which will-endear. his name to eve— 
ry future age, consisted in a temper 
always mild and serene; a polite 
yet simple address; an animated 
conversation; a mild cheerfulness 
tempering the dignity of his station; 
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LIFE OF FENELON, XXIII 
religious zeal highly tinctured 
ith enthusiasm, yet unaccompani- 
ed with the bitterness of fanaticism ; 
and a wonderful perspicuity of ex- 
pression in explaining the most ab- 


struse and difficult subjects. He 


possessed also the power of reduc- 
ing himself to a level with persons of 
all capacities, and never appeared 
anxious to display the superiority 
of his own understanding: his ex- 
galted talents and profound learning, 
instead of filling him with pride 
and superciliousness, rendered him 
more humble and unassuming. 


A collection of all the religious 


works of Fenelon was printed at 

Rotterdam, under the inspection of 

the Marquis Fenelon, his grand- 

nephew, when he was ambassador 

to the States General. 

The Female Mentor.—D* Alembert's. 
Eulogy. | 
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PIOUS REFLECTIONS, 
& c. 


FIRST DAN. 


20f the scarceness of true faith, 
! * When the Son of Man 
2 cometh, shall he find faith on 
the earth?” Luke xvin. 8. If he 
_-bould now come, would he find 
it in us? What fruits of faith 
have we to shew? Do we look 
| upon this life only as a short 
passage to a better? Do we be- 
lieve that we must suffer with 


lesus Christ, before we can reign 
: with him? Do we consider this 
world as a deceitful appearance, 


N 
* 


2 REFLECTIONS. 


and death as the entrance to fa! 
true happiness? Do we live by 


faith? Noes it animate us? Do 


we relish the eternal truths it 
presents us with? Are we as care- 
ful to nourish our souls with. þ 
those truths, as to maintain our #; 
bodies with proper diet? Do ve 
accustom ourselves to see all 
things i in the light of faith? Do 
we correct all our judginents by 
it? Alas! the greater part of | 
Christians think and act like 
mere heathens. If we judge (as 
we justly may) of their faith by 
their practice, we must conclude | 


they have no faith at all. 


II. Let us fear, lest the king- 
dom of God should be taken ? 
from us, and given to others, 
who may bear better fruits. 
« That kingdom of God” is 


| FIRST DAY. 3 
faith reigning in us, and govern- 
' Þng all our thoughts. Happy he, 
ho has eyes to see this king- 
dom. Flesh and blood cannot 
discern it. The wisdom of the 
animal man is wilfully blind to 
Fit. The inward operations of 
God appear as a dream to him. 
Jo know the wonders of God's 
kingdom, we must be born again; 
and to be born again, we must 
die: this is what the world can- 
not consent to. Let the world 
then despise and censure, and 
: condemn the truth, as it pleases: 
ide as for us, O Lord, thou hast 

commanded us to believe, © and 
8” | to taste thy heavenly gift.” We 
en desire to be of the number of 
®, Zthine elect, and we know that 
no person can be of that num- 


4 REFLECTIONS. 


lile to what thou teachest. 


SECOND DAY. 


Of the only way to heaven. 


E. «Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate,“ Matt. vii. 13. The 
kingdom of heaven is not to be 


entered but by violence: it must 
be taken, as it were, by assault, 
like a besieged place. The gate 
is strait and narrow, we must 
bow, we must bend, we must“ 

make ourselves little to gain ad- 
mittance The great gate, w which | 
opens wide, and is passed by | 
multitudes, leads to perdition. | 
All broad and smooth ways are | 
dangerous. Woe to us, when 


ber, who does not conform his 
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- | SECOND DAY. 5 
his life seems void of trouble. Cros- 
ses and difficulties are the surest 
marks of the way to heaven. 
+ Let us be aware, therefore, of 
going on with the multitude, 
anch let us seek the traces of the 
few; let us follow the footsteps 


the | of the saints along the craggy 
he paths of repentance; climbing 
be over the rocks, seeking secure 
ust places in the sweat of our face, 
alt, and expecting that the last step 


— 
— 
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of our lives should still be a vio- 
ust] lent struggle to enter the narrow 
ust] gate of eternity. II. We 
are not predestinated by God, 

but to be made conformable to 
by the image of his Son; to be fast- 
In. |; ened, as he was, to a cross; re- 
are nouncing, as he did, all sensual 
en | pleasures; and to be content, 

Dur like him, in the midst of suffer- 
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6 REFLECTIONS, 

ings. But, blind as we are, we 
would get down from this cross, 
which unites us to our Master, 
We cannot leave the cross, but 
we must also forsake Christ cru- 
cified ; for the cross and he are 
inseparable. 
and die with him, who came to 
Shew us the true way to heaven; 


and let our only fear be, lest ve 
Should not finish our sacrifice on |, 
the same altar, whereon his was 
Alas! all our 
endeavours here, tend to be more | 


consummated. 


at ease, and thereby to with- 


draw ourselves from the true | 


way to heaven. We know not 


what we do. 


prehend the mystery of grace, | 
which joins a beatitude with | 
tears, pronouncing the mourners | 


happy. The way which leads | 


Let us then live 


We do not com- j 
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THIRD DAY. T 


to a throne, is delightful, altho' 
it should be overgrown with 


| thorns. The way which leads 
to a precipice is dreadful, altho' 
it should be covered with roses. 
We suffer, but we see heaven 
open: we suffer, but with a- wil- 
ling mind: we love God, aud 
are beloved of him. | 


THIRD DAY. | 
Of true devotion. 
l. How frequently do men de- 
ceive themselves by that vain 
religion, which St. James warns 
us of, chap. i. 26. Some think 


it consists in saying o over many 
prayers; others, in doing many 


outward works to the glory of 


God and service of our neigh- 


bour. Some place it in continu- 
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8 REFLECTIONS. 


in great mortifications. These 
things are all good, and even 
necessary, to a certain degree, 
but none of these is the princt- 


pal thing, or essence of true pie-| 


ty. That picty by which we 
are sanctified, and entirely de- 


voted to God, consists in doing 


his will precisely in all circum- 
stances of life. Take what steps 


vou please, do what good works 


vou will, yet shall you not be 
rewarded, but for having done 
the will of the Sovereign NMlaster. 


Altho' your servant should do 


wonders, vet if he did not that 


very BA which you would} 


have done, you would not value 


his performances, and might 


justly complain of him as a bad 
Servant. 
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al desires of salvation, and others 


THIRD DAY. I: 
II. That perfect devoting our- 
selves to God, from which de vo- 
tion has it's name, requires that 
we should not only do the will 
of God, but also that we should 


do it with love. © He loveth a 


* : 2 


— 


cheerful giver,” and without the 
heart, no obedience is accepta- 
ble to him. We ought to think 
it a happiness to serve Such. a 
master. Let me add, that this 
devoting ourselves to God, must 


be habitual; we must be alike 


resigned to him in all circum- 
Stances, even those that are most 


opposite to our views, our incli— 


nations, and our projects; and it 


must keep us in a constant read- 
| iness to part with our estate, our 


time, our liberty, our life, and 
our reputation. To be effectual- 
ly in this disposition, is to have 


10 REFLECTIONS. 


true devotion. But as the will of | 
God is often hid from us, there 
is still one step farther to make | 


in this renouncing ourselves: it 


is to do the divine will with a | 


blind obedience, [I say a blind, 


but judicious obedience. This 


is what all men are obliged to; 
even those who are most enlight- 
ened, and capable to lead oth- 
ers to God, must themselves 
Submit to be led by him. 


FOURTH DAY. 


Concerning imperfect conver- 
SIONS, 

Some persons, who have been 

long estranged from God, and 

are, as it were, at a great dis- 

tance from him, think their re- 

turn to him perſect, as soon as 


of 
ore 
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FOURTH DAY. 11 
they have taken a few steps to- 
wards it. The most ingenious 
and sensible of men are, upon 
this occasion, as ignorant and 
absurd, as some country clown, 
who should think himself in fa- 
vour at court, because he had 
Seen the king. They have for- 
saken the more heinous kind of 


vices, their way of living is less 
criminal than it used to be. And 


then they judge of themselves, 
not by the gospel (the only sure 
rule) but by comparing their 
present life with their ſormer. 


By these means they persuade 


themselves, that they are in a 
safe condition; and take no fur- 
ther care for their salvation. 
This state, perhaps, is more 
dangerous, than that of notori- 
ous sinners; for the condition of 


ig 
N 
| 


— — 


12 REFLECTIONS 

the later may some time or other 
trouble their consciences, and 
put them upon endeavours of a- 
mendment: but the imperfect 
conversion of the former, serves 
only to stiffe the remorse of con- 
science, to give them a false se- 
curity, and render their malady 
incurable. I have exam- 
ined my past life, saith one, and 
remarked the faults of it: I read 
good books, I go to church con- 
stantly, and | say my prav ers, 
as J think, heartily enough. 1 
now refrain from all great sins at 
least, but 1 cannot say, that I am 
so far affected, as to live as if I 
did not belong to the world, and 
kept no measures with it. Re- 
ligion would be too rigorous, if 
it left not room for some molli- 
fying expedients. The refine- 
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FOURTH DAY. 13 


ments in devotion, which some 
propose to us, are carried too 
far, and serve rather to discour— 
age, than inspire a love of what 
is good. Such are the senti— 


ments of a lukewarm christian, 
who would purchase heaven at 
cheap rate, who considers not 
what is due to God, nor what it 
has cost those who have attain- 
e the enjoyment of him. A 
man of this character is ſar from 
a true conversion: he knows nei— 
ther the exicnt of God's law, nor 


the duties of repentance. It he 
nad been engaged in composing 
the gospel, it would have been 


a different kind of institutian, 
and more indulgent to self-love. 


But the gospel is unchangeable, 
and by it we sball be judged at 


| the last day. Let us then em- 


14 REFLECTIONS, 


brace it as a certain guide. And 


tear nothing so much as flattery | 
and deception. 


FIFTH DAV. * 


O renouncing the world. 


I. Love not the world, nei- | 


ther the things that are in the 
world,” 1 John 11. 15. How 
comprehensive are these words ! 


The world is that blind and de- 
praved multitude which Jesus | 


Christ condemns in his gospel, 
and for which he refused to 


* The meditation for this day in the 
French, turns so much upon the different 
senses of the word eꝙprit, which cannot be 
rendered in English, that it was thought prop- 


er to substitute this, taken from another | 


art-of our author's writings, in it's Stead, 
D a 89 
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FIFTH DAY. 15 
pray at his death. The world, 


in one word, is all those who 
| lovethemselves, or the creatures, 


without regard to God: we are 


then that world ourselves, as 
long as we so love ourselves, 


and seek that in the creatures, 
which can be found only in God. 
Happy that apostle, © to whom 
the world was crucified, and he 
crucified to the world,” Gal. vi. 4. 

II. What a happiness is it to 


be convinced, how truly con- 


temptible the world is! He that 
parts with the world for God, 
parts but with a trifle; and they 
are lamentably weak, who think 
they have done some great mat- 
ter in forsaking it. Every christ- 
jan has already renounced it in 
his baptism; those who live in 


the strictest retirement, only 


16 REFLECTIONS. 


keep to that engagement with | 


more precaution than others, 
To seek the haven is to fly the 
storm. 


-: Sr DAT. 
Of patience in suferings. 


1. © In your patience P0$5088 
ye your souls,“ Luke xxi. 19, 
The soul loses itself by impa— 
tience; whereas, when it Submits 


without repining, it possesses it- 


self in peace, and it also possess- 
es God. To be impatient, is to 
desire what one has not; or not 
to be content with what one has. 
An impatient Soul is a slave to 
passion, having cast off the re- 
straints of reason and faith: what 
weakness! what error is this! As 
long as we endure willingly an 


ö SIXTH DAY. 17 
th | evil, it is not an evil; why then 
rs. should we make it a real evil, by 
he | refusing to bear it willingly? 
The inward peace resides, not 
in the senses, or inferior appe- 
tites, but in the will. It may be 
preserved amidst the bitterest 
sorraws, as long as the will con- 
ess tinues firmly resigned. The 
9. peace of this world consists not 
)a- [in an exemption from suffering, 
its but in bearing it voluntarily. 
. k. To hear your murmurings 
s- and repinings, it would seem 
to that you are the most innocent 
ot [out living; and that it is great 
as. | injustice, that you are not ad- 
to [mitted into the terrestria] para- 
re- dise. Remember how you have 
lat Joilended God, and you must ac- 
As [knowledge his righteous dealing 
an [with you, Confess to him with 


18 REFLECTIONS. 
the humility ot the prodigal son, 
© Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and thee:” I Know that 
J am indebted to thy justice, 5 
I have not courage to discharge 
the debt, If it were left to me, 
I should deceive, I should spare, 
I should betray myself. . But 


thy merciful hand executes what 
- I should never have had the 


courage to do; it corrects me in 
love. Grant also that I may 
endure with patience it's saluta- 
ry corrections. If a sinner has 
2 just indignation against him- 
Self, the least he can do 1s, to 
receive the penance which he 
has not the fortitude to chuse, 


19 


SEVENTH DAY. 
/ submission and conformity to 
the will of God. 


I. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.“ Nothing is 


done here, any more than in 
| heaven, but by the will or per- 


mission of God: but men do 
not always love that will, be- 
cause it is often opposite to their 
desires. If we sincerely loved 


this will of God, and only this, 


we should change our earth in- 
to a heaven. We $hould thank 
God for every thing, for evil as 
well as good; because evil be- 
comes good from his hand. We 


should not then murmur at the 


ways of Providence, but ap- 


20 REFLECTIONS. 
prove and adore it's wisdom. Fat 
O my God! What do I see in}be « 
the course of the stars, in theſhis 
revolutions of the seasons, inſthy 
the events of life, but the accom- linse 
plishment of thy will: may it nev 
also be accomplished in me! [but 
may | love it: may it sweeten ſigi 
and endear all events to me: may ing 
1 annihilate my own, to cause all 
thy will to reign in me! For it but 
is thine, O Lord, to will, and.sha 
mine to obey. 1 tit 

II. Thou hast said, O Lord bec 
Jesus, of thyself, with relation ces, 
to thy heavenly Father,“ That ſed 
thou always didst what pleased |we 
him,” John viii. 29. Teach us Do 
how far that example should us 
lead us. Thou art our pattern. sub 
Thou didst nothing upon earth gra 
but according to the will of πẽ wo 
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21 
Father, who vouchsafes also to 


SEVENTH DAY. 


be called ours. Do thou fulfil 
nis will in us, as thou didst in 
thyself. Grant, that we, being 
inseparably united to thee, may 
never seek to do our own will, 
but is; so that not only our re- 


tel ſigious actions, but even our eat- 
nay ing, sleeping, conversing. may 
use all be done with no other view 
r it but that of pleasing him. Then 
and.shall our whole conduct be sanc- 

tied. Then shall all our deeds 
ord become a continual sacritice, in- 
tion.cessant praver, and uninterupt- 
hat ed love. When, O Lord, shall 
isedſwe arrive at this disposition? 
us Do thou vouchsafe to conduct 
zuld us to it: do thou vouchsate to 
ern. subdue our rebellious will by thy 
arth grace, for it knows not what it 
thy would have, and nothing is truly 


22 REFLECTIONS. 
good, but a conformity to thy 
will. | 


EIGHTH DAY. 


Of prayer. 

J.“ Pray without ceasing,” 
1. Thess. v. 17. Such is our 
dependence upon God, that we 
are obliged not only to do every 
thing for his sake, but also to 
seek from him the very power. 
This happy necessity of having 
recourse to him in all our wants, 
instead of being grievous to us 
Should be our greatest consola— 
tion. What a happiness 1s it, 
that we are allowed to speak to 
him with confidence; to open 
our hearts, and hold ſamiliar 
conversation with him by prayer! 


EIGHTH PAY. 23 
he himself invites us to it; and, 
as St. Cyprian well observes, we 
may judge how ready he 1s to 
give us those good things, which: 
he himself solicits us to ask of 
him: Let us pray then with 
faith, and not; lose the fruit of 
our prayers by a wavering uncer-- 
tainty; which, as St. James testi- 
hes, hinders the success of them. 
The same apostle advises us to 
pray when weare in trouble, be-- 
cause thereby we should find con- 
Solation; yet we are so wretch- 
ed, that this heavenly employ-- 
ment is often a burthen, instead 
of a comfort io us. The luke-- 
warmness of our prayers is the 
source of all our other. infideli- 
ties. | 

II. © Ask, and it nde 
en you: seek, and ye shall find: 
1 


24 REFLECTIONS. 


knock, and it shall be opened 


unto you,” Math. vii. 7. If 
riches were to be had for asking, 
with what earnestness, assiduity, 


and perseverance, would men 


ask for them? If treasures were 
to be found with looking for, 
what place would escape their 
Search? if by knocking they 

could gain admittance into the 
king's council, or the highest 
places of preferment, what a 
knocking should we hear! But 
what reproaches, pains, and dis- 
appointments we undergo, in 
search of false happiness, vain 
honours, and wretched pieasures 
of this world, where nothing re- 
mains to us besides remorse, 
Divine grace is the only true 
good, yet the only thing they 
| neglect; the only thing which 
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NINTH DAV. 25 
they have not patience to wait 
for. The promise of Christ is 
infallibly certain, and it is our 
own fault, if we do not ſind the 
effect of it. 


NINTH DAY. 


Of hearkening to the voice of 
God. | 

IJ. Lord, to whom shall we 

go? thou hast the words of eter- 

nal life,” John vi. 68. T 1s Je- 

sus Christ who must be hearken- 


ed to: men are no farther to be 


heard or believed, than as they 
have the truth and authority of 
Jesus Christ. Books are only 
so far good as they teach us the 
gospel. Let us go then to this 
sacred source. Ile therefore on- 


26 REFLECTIONS. 


ly spoke and acted, that we- 
might hear him, and apply our- 


Selves to study the particulars of 


his life. Wretched as we are, 
wefollow our own vain thoughts, 


and neglect the truth itself, 
whose words give eternal life. 


O uncreated Word, yet incar-. 


nate for me, make thyself un- 


derstood in my soul! speak 


Lord, for thy servant heareth, 
and desireth to obey thee ! 

II. Men often say, that they. 
would gladly know what they 
should do to advance in virtue. 


But when the Spirit of God has: 


taught us what is to be done, 
our courage often fails in the ex- 


ecution. We are sensible that 
we are not what we ought to be; 


yet we behold our miseries dai- 
ly increasing, and think we do 


— — 


much in barely wishing that we 


strong enough to make us sacri- 
fice whatever is an obstacle to us 
in our way to God, pass for 
nothing. Let us, therefore, no 
longer hold the truth captive in 


an unrighteous lukewarm ness. 


to us. Let us prove the spirit 


thou art my God: thy spirit is 


NINTH DAY. 27 


were better. All kinds of wish- 
ing or willing, that are not 


Let us hear what God suggests 


that moves us, to discern wheth- 
er it be of God; and if it be, let 
nothing hinder our obedience. 
The Psalmist prayed to God, 
not only to teach him his will, 
but also to teach him to do it. 
„ Teach me to do thy will, for 


good, lead me into the land of 
uprightness,” Psalm cxliii. 10. 
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TENTH DAY. | l 
Of the right use of afflictions. Bs 
* They who are Christ's | 12 
have crucified the flesh, with | 


the affections and lusts,” Gal. 
v. 24. The more we fear cross- | 
es, the more reason have we to 
think that we stand in need of 
them: let us not be discouraged, 
when the hand of God layeth 
heavy ones upon us. We ought 
to judge of the violence of our 
disease, by the violence of the 
remedies which our spiritual 
physician prescribes us. It is a 
great argument of our own 
wretchedness, and of God's 
mercy, that notwithstanding the 
difficulty of our recovery, he 
vouchsates to undertake our 


* 
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TENTH DAY. 20 
cure. Let us then draw from 
our very afflictions a source of 


love, of comfort, and trust in 
God, saying with his apostle, 
«our light affliction, which is 


but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding aud e- 
ternal weight of glory,” 2 Cor. 
iv. 17. Blessed are they who 
mourn, and sou in tears, because 
they shall reap with ineffable 
joy the harvest of eternal felicity. 
II. „IJ am crucified with 
Christ,“ said St. Paul; we are 
fastened to the cross with him, 
and by him; for his grace ſixes 
us there, and for his sake we 
choose to continue there, lest 
by forsaking it, we should part 


from him. O suffering and a- 


dorable Jesus! to whose sacri- 
fice I unite myself, do thou com- 


30 REFLECTIONS. 

municate to me, together with 
thy cross, also thy spirit of love 
and resignation. Make me think 
less of my sufferings, than of 
the happiness of suffering with 
thee. Make me love thee, and 


Jshall not fear the cross; and 


altho' my sufferings should be 
very great, yet will they not 


be greater than I am willing to 


endure. 


ELEVENTH DAY, 


Of meekness and humility. 


I. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart,” Mall. 
Xi. 29. If any other than Je- 
sus had taught this lesson, the 
imperfection of the teacher 
would have furnished us with 
objections to the doctrine. He 


ELEVENTH DAY. 31 
therefore taught it himself, and 
that too by his own example, 


which is such as should silence 


all objections: such as should 
make us adore, be confounded, 


and imitate. What! the son of 
God descends from heaven to 


earth, takes a corruptible body, 


and dies upon. the cross, to 


shame us out of our pride! He 
who is All, annihilates himself; 
and I, who am .nothing, would 
be, at least would have others 
think me, otherwise than what 1 
am! What an impudent vanity, 
and diabolical presumption is 
this! our Lord saith not, Be ye 
meek and lowly: but he saith, 
lam meek and lowly of heart; 
it is enough to know that he is 
humble, to conclude that we 
ought to be so. His example is 


32 REFLECTIONS. 
such an authority, as none may 
find a dispensation for, much less 
the sinner, who may well chuse 
humility, when he has deserved 
condemnation. 
II. Our Lord joins meekness 
with humility, because humility 
is the source of true meekness. 
Pride is ever haughty, impatient, 
and captious; but he who de- 
spises himself is content to be 
despised. He who thinks noth- 
ing due to him, will not think 
himself neglected. The true 
virtue of meekness is never the 
effect of constitution; all ap- 
pearances of it, that are the 
product of mere nature, arise 
from weakness, indolence, or 
artifice, To be meek towards 
others, we must renounce our- 


| 


selves. To meekness, our 


ELEVENTH DAY. 33 
Lord adds, lowliness of heart; 
it is no speculative conviction 
he requires, but the rea! bent 
and inclination of the heart; it 


is a lowliness to which the will 


consents, and which it loves for 
the glory of God; it is an en- 


tire distrust of ourselves, our 


own abilities, and natural 
strength, that we may owe our 
cure to God alone. To despair 
at the sight of our own wretch- 
edness is not humility, but a 
most abominable kind of pride. 


34 REFLECTIONS. 


TWELFTH DAY. 
Of the faults of others. 
I.“ Bear ye one another's 


| burdens,” Gal. vi. 2. Charity | 


does not require of us, that we 
Should not see the faults of oth- 
ers, but that we should avoid all 
needless and voluntary obser- 
vations; and that we should not 


be blind to their good qualities, |' 


when we are so clear-sighted to 


their bad ones. We should al- 


ways remember what a change 
God may every moment work 
in the most unworthy of men; 
we should bear in mind the ma- 
ny reasons we have to despise 
ourselves, and consider that true 
charity, as it sees all things in 
the same liglit that God does, 


1 


TWELFTH DAY. 35 
must consequently extend itself 
to the meanest of his creatures. 
Grace does not take away our 
knowledge of what is contempti- 
ble, but teaches us to bear with 
it in a devout submission to the 
secret designs of Providence. 
It does not permit us to humour 
ourselves in an impatient or dis- 
dainful temper; and as it makes 
us principally regard, and only 
rely upon God, so it prevents 
our being disappointed or pro- 


voked at the folly and corrup- 
tion we see in the world. 


II. What if others are weak, 


is that a reason for your disre- 
þ gard of them? You, that com- 


plain of their troubling you, do 
you give nobouy any trouble? 


You, that are so much shocked 
gat the faults of others, are you 


36 REFLECTIONS. 

yourself without faults? If all, 
to whom you have been trouble- 
some, Should return the trouble 
they have had with you, you 
would be oppressed with the 
weight. And besides, even sup- 
posing that men had nothing to 


reproach you with, yet consider | 


farther, what obligations you lie 
under from God, to shew that 
forbearance towards others, for 
which you know you have such 
abundant occasion at his hands. 


THIRTEENTH DAT. 


Of the one thing necessary. 


IJ. Thou art troubled and 
careſul about many things, but 
one thing is needful,” Zauke x. 
41. We think we have many 
important things to do, and yet 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 37 
we have but one. If that be 
performed, all others are includ- 
ed in it. If that miscarry, 
whatever success others may 
seem to have, they will all come 

to nothing. Why should we 
then divide our heart and our 
care? O my only concern, thou 
shalt henceforward have my on- 
| ly attention! In the ray of di- 
vine light, I will each moment 
peaceably perform, according 
to my abilities, what Providence 
puts in my way. I will be care- 
ful for nothing else, because 
nothing else is my business. 
II.“ I have finished the work, 
which thou, O Father, gavest 
me to do,” John vii. 4. Each of 
us should be able to say as much 


at the day of judgment. Iought 


to consider the business, which 
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occurs in the daily order of 
Providence, as the work which 


God appoints me; and I should 


apply myself to it in a manner 
worthy of God, namely, with 
exactness, and with tranquility. 
1 ought not to neglect any thing, 


ar be passionately vehement a- 
bout any thing, for it is danger- 


ous to do the work of the Lord 


negligently on the one hand, or 


on the other, to appropriate it to 
ourselves by selt-love and false 
zeal: in this last case, our ac- 


tions arise from a principle of 
self-will; we are eager and anx- 


10us for the success, and that 


under the pretence of seeking 


the glory of God. Thus self- 
love disguises itself under the 


appearance of zeal; and grieves, | 


and is afllicted, when it miscar- 


10 


Use“ 


ac- 


> of * 


5 1 7 *%h 
that 
Ling 
self- 

the 


ves, 
Kal; 


FOURTEENTH DAY. 39 
ries in it's designs. O God, 


grant me thy grace to enable me 


to be faithful in action, and re- 


signed in success! My only busi- 


ness is to do thy will, and to do 
It as thy will, not forgeting thee 
in the performance of it. It is 
in thy pleasure to give my fee- 


ble endeavours success, or to 
frustrate my every effort. 


FOURTEENTH DAY. 


Of preparing for death, 
I. © Thou fool, this night 


shall thy soul be required of thee; 
{ then whose shall those things de 
which thou hast provided! * 
Like xii. 20. Deplorable is the 
blindness of those who will not 


think of death, but divert their 


V 


40 REFLECTIONS, | 
minds continnally from an event 


that 1s inevitable, and which 
they might render happy by an- | « 
ticipation. Nothing is so dread- 

ful as death, to those who are 


fond of life. It is strange, that | , 
the experience of ages should ( 
not have caused us to judge 4 
soundly of the present and of 12 


the future, so as to have taken | 


doat upon this world, as if it I i 
were never to have an end; and 1 
we neglect the next, as if it were se 
never to have a beginning. ev 
IL Therefore be ye also th 
ready; for in such an hour, as m 
ye think not, the son of man m. 
cometh,” Matthew xxiv. 44, ce 
These words are addressed to igt; 
every individual; yet all men 


{ 
* 
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FOURTEENTH DAY. 41 
ent (for few even among persons of 
ich piety are to be excepted) reck- 
an- | on upon a long life, and form 
projects accordingly. And 
are what is the reason of such an 
bat | obstinate hope of life? it is be- 
uld cause we love it passionately. 
dge And whence is it that we affect 
8 | to remove death at such a dis- 
| tance from us! it is because we 
do not love the Kingdom of God, 
et and the grandeur of the world 
if it to come. O gross and stupid 
and ; mortals, who cannot raise them- 
were selves above this earth, wherein, 
even by their own confession, 
also they are miserable! The true 
T, as g manner of preparing for the last 
man moment, is to spend all the pre- 
44. ceeding well, and to live in con- 
d to stant expectation of that event. 
men 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 


Of our hopes in eternity. 


I. Eye hath not seen, nor 


ear heard, neither have entered 


into the heart of man, the things g 
which God hath prepared for | 


them that love him,” 1 Cor. ii. | 


9. What proportion is there | 


betwixt what we do upon earth, 
and what we hope for in heaven ? 
The primitive christians rejoic- 
ed through this hope incessant- 
ly: heaven seemed ever open be- 


fore them. Neither troubles 
nor disgraces; neither torments, 
nor cruel death, could divert 
them from the cheering pros- 
pect. They knew that infinite 
bounty would reward their suf- 
ſerings: and that therefore to 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 43 
suffer was their duty. They 


they were found worthy of some 
great humiliationz and we, 
| lukewarm souls, we would suf- 
ter nothing; and the reason 1s, 
because we want those hopes 
that should support us. We 
sink under the lightest crosses, 
| even under those that spring from 


| were transported with joy, when 


our pride, folly, or weakness. 
II. Those who sow in tears 
| Shall reap in joy,” Ps. exxv. 5. 
Me must sow, that we may reap, 
bo and this life is the seed- time; ; in 
the next we shall reap the fruit 
| of our labours. The carnal man, 
| idle and impatient, would reap 
: without sowing. We would 
serve God at little cost. We 
would have the ways to him 
made wide, and smooth, and 


44 REFLECTIONS, 
easy. To hope much, and suf— 
fer little, is what self-love aims 
at. Blind that we are, shall we 
never see that the kingdom of 
heaven suſfers violence, and that 
only those who do themselves 


violence, are worthy to enter in- 


to it? Let us mourn, and grieve 
while here below, since “ blessed 
are they that mourn :” and woe 
is pronounced to those, who re- 
ceive their consolation in this 
life. The time will come, when 
all vain joys will be confounded. 
The world shall weep in it's turn, 


and God shall wipe all tears 


from our eyes. 


if- | 
ns SIXTEENTH DAY, 

— | Of our daily bread. 

lat I. © Give us this day our 
res | daily bread.” By this bread is 
in- meant not only the bodily food, 
we which Providence supplies us 
eq | with, but also that nourishmert 
'oe | of truth, which he daily prc- 
re- | vides for our souls; it is the 
his {| bread © which nourisheth to 


ien eternal life: which makes the 
soul increase, and grow stropg 
rn, in the trials of faith. This God 
ars allots us each day; appointing 
precisely those inward dispos.- 
tions and outward circumstanc- 
es, which are most proper to 
make us advance in faith and 
| $elf-denial; and we receive our 
daily bread from him, in accept- 


. 


8 
* 
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ing, as from his hand, all his ap- 
Pointments. 


II. Hunger gives a relish to | 


food, and makes it digest. Why 


Se 


"in we not an hunger and thirst it 
for righteousness? "Why are not þ t 


our spiritual appetites as keen {8] 


the man sick, who has lost his | ? 
appetite.; and so it is with our 
souls; they languisk, and are in 
an evil state, as long as they are # 
without spiritual hunger for that 
food which cometh from God. 


filled with it, to be strengthened 
by it, at is the spiritual food, 


the bread of heaven we are to 8 


feed upon. Let us then appear 
before God with the earnestness 


SIXTEENTH DAY. 47 
ap- | of beggars, who crave for some 
I bread to subsist on. The worst 
to kind of poverty 1s, not to be 
hy sensible of our wants. Let us, 
irst therefore, read and pray with 
not þ this mental hunger for that whic h 
een |: should feed our souls; with this 
ink | vehement thirst for that water 


his F which springeth up into ever- 
our) lasting life. Nothing but an 
e in Fearnest and continual desire of 
are instruction, can qualify us for 
hat the knowledge of the wondrous 
od. things of God's law. Every one 


1] is receives this knowledge only in 
To proportion as he desires it. A 
| be great degree of this desire is the 
ned proper preparation for receiving 
od, the Sacrament of the Lord's 
e to Supper. 
dear 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


Of inward peace. 


I.“ Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you, not 
as the world giveth, give I unto |. 

you,” John xiv. 27. Mankind | 
seek for peace, but they seek it bi 
where it is not to be found ; they ' 
seek it in the world, which is e 
ever promising, but can never fy 
give us a solid peace: that is the th. 
gift of Christ alone, who recon- 4 e 
ciles man to himself, subdues 
the passions, sets bounds to his 1 
desires, inspires hopes of eternal ca 
bliss, and gives the joy of the 
Holy Ghost; a joy which glows ler 
in the midst of sufferings, and, 
flowing from an inexhaustible + 
source, becomes a perpetual !, 


E 


S8EVENTEENTH DAY. 49 
spring of delight, which the 
world can neither interrupt nor 
diminish. - | 

II. True peace is not to be 
ou, found, but in the possession of 
not God; and the possession of God 
nto cannot be attained but by faith 
ind | and obedience: remove all for- 


K It [bidden objects: renounce all 
hey unlawful desires: banish all earn- 
1 18 


est care and anxiety : desire on- 
ly God: seek only God: and 
the 1 hen you shall have peace, a 
'On- \peace which the world shall not 


lues be able to disturb. For what 


his can trouble you? Can poverty, 
rnal can disgrace, can disappoint- 
the ments, can outward or inward 
oWs crosses? All these in the hand 
ind, of God should be considered 
ible Jas real favours, which he vouch- 
tual saſes to give you a portion of. 


Ver 
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The world would then put on} 
a new appearance and your v 
peace prove inviolable. 


 EIGHTEENTH DAY. 


V deceitful joys. 


I. «I said of laughter, it is 
mad: and of mirth, what doeth| 
it?“ Eccles. ii. 2. The joys of 


been deprived of their reason 
by distemper. Delusion is the“ 
only cause of their pleasures: enj 
they think themselves in abun- 
dance, when in reality they are 
quite destitute. Death will end 
this dream of folly, and, when see 
they awake, they shall be con- and 
founded at their poverty. Mis- the 
erable, thereſore, are those, s 


Þ 
| _EIGHTEENTH DAY. 51 
on | whom the false pleasures of the 
dur world render incapable of true 
consolation. Let us say con- 
tinually of such vain “ mirth, 
what doeth it?“ Nothing is a 
solid subject of joy, but our 
Hopes of God's favour ; all other 
delight is but a dream. 


eth] II. Jesus said to the woman 
s of fof Samaria, „ whosoever drink- 
like ſeth of this water shall thirst a- 


gain,” John iv. 13. This may 
be applied to all worldly satis- 
Factions.; the more of which we 
Eos, the more we want. The 
possession of riches does hut en- 
rease our thirst after them. 
Ararice and ambition eagerly 
hen eek for what they have not; 
-on- and are dissatisfied with what 
Mis- they have. The enjoyment ol. 
ose, pleasure softens the soul, and 


res: 
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52 REFLECTIONS. | 
renders it insatiable. The more 
we divert ourselves, the more, 
we want diversion ; and it is eas“ 
ier to persevere in a state of fer- 
vor and penitence, than to re-, MO 
cover it again when we have for 
given way to pleasure and relax-| ne 
ation. Let us, therefore, watch Ga 
. over ourselves, and abstain from, bay 
those waters which will but in-þ Th 
crease our thirst, Let us keep] all 
our heart with care, that it be, the 
not seduced by the vain joys off! wh 
the world, which will end only} ex 
in despair 


; | 33 


ore NINETEENTH DAY. 
— | Of holy tears. 
fs tb 


fer- I. Blessed are they that 
re. mourn, for they shall be com- 
ave| forted,” Matth. v. 4. What 
ax new kind of tears are these? 
tech! (aith St. Augustin) they make 
om] happy those who shed them. 
This happiness consists in being 
afllicted for the wickedness of 
the world; the many dangers 
which surround us, and the in- 
exhaustible corruption of our 
on hearts. It is a great gift of 
God, to fear losing his love; to 
fear lest we should wander from 
the strait way. The saints shed 
tears for this. It is difficult to 
rejoice while one is in danger of 
losing what one values most, 

and of losing ones-self with it. 


f 
$ 


f 
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It is impossible not to be afflict- gri 
ed, while one sees nothing but da 
vanity, error, offences, forgetfub for 
ness, and contempt of the God eri 
we love. So many sad occa- ou; 
Sions excite our grief that such de: 
grief cannot but be pleasing in tea 
the sight of God. Nay, he vch 
himself inspires it: his love caus-| tra 
es our tears to flow, and he shall jn 
himself wipe them from our] 
eyes. 1 

II. We hear iow Christ say, : 
% Woe be unto you that Jaugh|, 
now, for ye shall mourn and 4 
weep. Woe unto you that are“ 
rich, for ye have received your iT 


and yet we seek mirth and riches, 
He also saith, © Blessed are they 1 
that weep ;” yet we fear nothing! 
more than sorrow. We should pes 


TWENTIETH DAY. 55 
ct- grieve here, not only for the 
but | dangers of our own state, but 
ful-\ for every thing that is vain and 
od criminal. We should weep for 
ca- ourselves, and for others: all 
uch | deserve our tears. Happy the 
g in| tears which spring from grace, 
he] which make us disrelish these 
aus-|transitory things, and produce 
mall in us the desire of eternal hap- 
Our] piness. 


say, TWENTIETH DAY. 
wgh|, — 
and}. Of worldly wisdom. 

t are I. The wisdom of worldly 
minded men must needs be 
great, since our Lord assures us, 
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Who follow it. This crooked) on 
and subtle wisdom is most op 
posite to that of God, which N the 
ever plain and simple; and what! wi 
does it avail it's professors, see. Cl 
ing they are always taken in|; tru 
their own devices? The apos|, wh 
tle St. James saith of this kinds sel 
of wisdom, that it is earth{yþ,1a 
animal, (or Sensual) and devitiα⁵ and 
James iii. 15. Earthty, becaus the 
it confines it's care to the acqui* 
sition and possession of earth]; 
things. Animal, or sensual, be: the 
cause it seeks only to make pro 
vision for gratifying the 7 
or sensual appetites; and devil 
75h, because to the subtlety and 
penetration of a demon, it join 
also his malice. Men so quali 
Hed, think to impose upon othf 
ers, but in the event they deceir® 


TWENTIETH DAY, 37 
kedl only themselves. 
op- II. Blind, therefore, are alt 
h | those, who think themselves 
hat wise without the grace of Jesus 
See- Christ, which only can make us 
\ in, truly wise. They are like those, 
pos Who in a dream think them- 
eind selves awake, and believe imag- 
ly inary objects to be true and real: 
lis}, and while they are pursuing 
austtheir vain projects of pleasure 


ion and eternity, lie in the way be- 
fore them. These great objects 
daily advance, and approach 
nearer to prophane men; yet 
they see them not. Their pol- 
Stical skill foresees every thing, 
it but the inevitable fall and anni- 


58 REFLECTIONS. 5 
hilation of all they set their and 
hearts upon. O mad and infat- and 
uated, when will ye open v our beli 
eyes to the light of Jesus Christ, h im 
which discovers the emptiness Sele 


of all the grandeur which mor- 0 ord 
tals possess. our 

E true 
TWENTY- FIRST DAY. | for! 

| mo. 

Of trust in God. der 


I. It is better to trust in the rest 
Lord, than to put confidence in } has 
man,” Psalm. cxviii. 8. We! jcit 
are ever trusting to one another, of 
to weak friends, to unfaithful our 


Servants; yet we ſear to put our lik, 
trust and confidence in God. nes 
We can rely upon the hand-! I 


writing of some great man, but pa 
we have no assurance in the stil 
gospel. The world promises, Pa 


WEN TY-FIRST DAY. 59 
eir and we believe; God protests, 
at. and we doubt whether we should 
dur believe. What a disrespect to 
ist, him! What a mischief to our- 
ess selves! Let us restore the true 
or. order of things, and regulate 
our conſidence by the laws of a 
true proportion. Let us per- 
| form what depends upon us with 
moderation; and expect what 
depends upon God without any 
the |: restriction. Let us suppress all 
in eee of passion, and all sol- 
icitude disguised under the name 
er, of zeal; so shall we establish 
ful ourselves in God, and become 
like Mount mm, which can 
never be moved. 
II. Our trust in God, with re- 
ut gard to our salvation, should be 
he still more exalted and firm. St. 
es, Paul says, © I can do all things 
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through Christ who strengthens 


me,” Phil. iv. 13. When 1 


thought I should be able to do 


every thing, I was incapable of 
doing any thing; now that I de- 


Spair of myself, and have no ö 
hope left, but in God, I begin 


to be able to do every thing. 
A happy weakness, which makes 
me find in God, what is want- 
ing in myself. I glory in my 
infirmities, and the misfortunes 


of my life, because they serve to | 


cure my mistakes concerning the 
world and myself. I ought to 


think myself happy that his 


merciful afflictions have reduc- 
ed me to extremities; since 
therein I $hall receive of his 
Strength, I shall be hid under 
his wings, and environed with 
that special protection which he 


he 
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*  TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 61 
extends to his devout children 
who have no dependence but 
upon him. 


TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 


Of the depth of God's mercy. 
I. © How great is the loving 


| kindness of the Lord our God, 


and his compassion unto Such as 
turn unto him in pgs P Ec- 
clesiasticus xvii. 29. Why do 
we delay to cast ourselves into 
the depth of this abyss? The 
more we lose ourselves therein 
in faith and love, the safer we 
are. Let us give ourselves up 
| to God, without reserve or ap- 
1 prehension of danger. He will 
love us, and make us to love 
him; and that love encreasing 
| daily Shall produce in us all the 


62 - REFLECTIONS. 
other virtues. 


but could never fill. 


and only correct the motive of 


them, by making them all be] 
referred to himself. Then the] 
most ordinary and seemingly}| 
indifferent actions shall become 
exercises of virtue, and sources] 
of consolation. We shall cheer- 
fully behold death approach, as 
the beginning of life immortal; 
and as St. Paul saith, „We 
shall not be unclothed, but cloth- 
ed upon, and mortality shall be 
swallowed up of life,” 2 Cor. v. 4. 


He alone shall 
fill our heart, which the world 
has agitated and intoxicated, | 
He will] 
take nothing from us, but what. 
makes us unhappy. He will on- 
ly make us despise the world, | 
which perhaps we do already, | 
He will alter little in our actions, ; 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 63 
of God's mercy which he has 
exercised towards us. 

II. Consider, in the presence 
of God, the eſſects of that infi- 
nite mercy which you have al- 
ready experienced, the lights 
which Christ has given you, the 
good thoughts he has inspired 
you with, the sins he has par- 
doned, the dangers he has pre- 
served you from, and the extra- 
ordinary assistance he has af- 
forded you. Endeavour to keep 


up your love towards him by 
eer- 


these precious marks of his 
goodness: add to these, the re- 
membrance of the crosses he 
bas dispensed for your sanctifi- 


cation; for those also are the 


riches of his mercy, which you 
ought to consider as signal tes- 


? 
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timonies of his love. Let a 
sense of past favours inspire 
you with a trust in him for fu- | 
ture. Learn from these, that | 
he has loved you too much not 
to love you still. Distrust him |, 
not, but distrust yourself. Re- |: 
member that, as his apostle f 
Speaks, © He is the Father of . 


mercies, and God of all conso- c: 


lation,” 2 Cor. i. 3. He some- i 
times separates these two: his] 


consolations are withdrawn, but g! 


his merctes still continue. He} 


takes away what is sweet and|/y 


sensible in grace, because it is} i 


humbled. and punished for * f 


ing sought consolation elsewhere. 


Such chastisement is still a new 


depth of divine mercy. 


re | TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 


at 07 the easiness of Christ's yoke, 


ot I. © My yoke is easy, and 
im my burden light, ” Matth. xi. 30. 
de- Let not the name of yoke terri- 
tle [iy us, for it is the yoke of Christ, 
of and he helps us to bear it; he 
causes us to love it; he endears 
it to us by the inward charms 
of righteousness and truth. He 
| gives us a disgust for false pleas- 
ure, and renders the practice of 
nd Age _—_ He Supports 


Babe him strong notwithstand- 
ing his weakness. What fearest 
ew thou, O man of little faith? let 
God exert himself in thee. A- 
bandon thyself to him, You 


f 


ty. You shall fight, but you 


66 +» REFLECTIONS, B 
shall uſfer, but you shall suffer cros 
with love and inward tranquilli- er d 


shall gain the victory: the Lord fl 
himself shall fight for you, andes 
reward your success. You shall 
weep, but your tears shall be Ty 
pleasing, and God shall hin We 
self wipe them from your eyesſ too 
You shall be restrained from f 
following your passions, but af 
ter a free sacrifice of your liber to 
ty, you will find another kind sus 
of liberty, unknown to the 100 
world, and more valuable thas . 
universal empire. | 

II. What blindness is it tol pas 
fear engaging too far with Godiſ dec 

The more we love him, the. 

more we shall love his com- 
mandments, That love will 
comfort us in losses, $weeten our 


1 


TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 67 
ffer crosses, set us free from all oth- 
illi er dangerous aſſections, make us 
see even through a cloud of af- 
ictions the mercy that dispens- 
es them to us, and make us dis- 
cover in death itself eternal glo- 
be 4 and bliss. What then are 
ve affraid of? Can we have 

yes, too much of God? Is it a mis- 
fortune to be freed from the 
Heavy yoke of the world, and 


from ourselves, from the caprices 
fol our pride, the violence of our 
t to passions, and the tyranny of this 
od . world? 
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. in 


Of false liberty. | 

I. « Where the spirit of the! fo. 
Lord is, there is liberty,” 2 Cor | 
ii. 17. The love of liberty is 
one of the most dangerous pas- 
sions of the mind, and it Hap:|, 
pens with this, as with the rest 
of the passions, it degeives thosef c 
who follow it; and instead off 
true liberty, it reduces them top ; 
the hardest and most infamous 
servitude, for what else can wep 
call the life of worldly men 
What do they endure to obtain 
and preserve the good opinion 
of those whom at the same time ple 
they despise? What trouble ar 
have they to stifle those passiong du! 
which they would controul, andi ahu 


R 


TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 69 
gratify those which they would 
- | indulge, to hide their inward 
vexations, and save appearanc- 
es? Is this the liberty we are so 
the! fond of, and which we are so un- 
"| willing to Sacrifice to God? 

Where is this liberty to be found? 
1 perceive nothing but con- 
straint, but base and unworthy 
subjection, but a wretched ne- 
cessity of disguising ourselves; 
ve refuse ourselves to God, who. 
is willing to receive us that we 
may be saved, and we give our- 
selves up to the world, which 
can only enslave and ruin us. 
II. It is thought the men of 
the world do nothing but what 
time pleases them, because they have 
ubleſ a relish for the passions they in- 
sion dulge; but those who think 
aniſdhus. do not consider the irk- 


70 REFLECTIONS, | 
zomeness, the loathings and dis o 
appointments, inseparable fronſ put 
a pursuit of pleasure; and the| 
many contradictions and morti); 
fications which attend the great. 
est preferments. The outside t. 
appears pleasing, but within is} 
vexation and disquiet. Men gas 
think freedom consists in def}. 
pending on no one but ones 1 
self; this is an extravagant mis} , i 
take; there is no such state and 
there is no condition wherein ap ..... 
man does not depend on manyp 
others, wherein he is not morep 
obliged to follow their fancie 
than his own. All the com- 
merce of life is a perpetual con- 
straint to the laws of good-breed-| 
ing, and the necessity of hu 
mouring others; and, besides, 


Our Own passions are the worst 


T 
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| TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 71 
of tyrants, if you "obey them 
but by halves, a perpetual'strife 
and contest exists within; and 
if you entirely give up 1 yourself to 
them, 't is horrid to think to what 
extremities they will lead. May 
God preserve us from that fatal 
'Savery, which the mad pre- 
zumption of man calls liberty! 
Liberty | is to be found only | in 
nim; “ his truth shall set us free, 
and make us experience, that to 
serve him is to reign, 


Vii 


72 REFLECTIONS. 


TWENTY-FIFTH Day. | Vh 


Of the perfect devoting of our the 
Selces t0 God. han 
IJ. Lord what wouldest thod 
have me to do?” was St Paul's 
enquiry when he was struck to ©: 
the earth by a miracle, and con 
verted by the grace of that Jef e 
Sus whom he had persecuted. the 
Alas! how often have we perse- ang 
cuted him by our infidelities} | 
our humours, and our passions, ob! 
which have withstood the works M. 
of his mercy in our hearts? A hi 
last he has struck us down by une 
tribulation; he has crushed ouf Par 
pride; he has confounded ou [ks 
worldly wisdom; and put sell not! 
love into consternation. Let uit V 
now, therefore, say to him wit 


q tice 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 73 
perfect resignation, „Lord, 
what wouldest thou have me to 
do?“ Hitherto my return to 
r- thee has been very defective. I 
have used many evasions, and 
| endeay oured to save all J could 
from the total sacrifice which I 
ought, to make to thee, But I 
] jam now better disposed, and de- 
je. dire that thou mayest become 
the absolute master cf my liſe 
ref and adtions. 

II. Nor is it sufficient that the 
nk oblation we make to God be u— 

9 niversal; 't is of no service, 

A While it continues wavering and 
uncertain, it must descend to 
particulars, and be ratitied by 
ou bractice. Good purposes avail 
nothing, and are worth nothing, 
it we do not put them in prac- 
lice. We must desire perſec- 
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74 REFLECTIONS.. 
tion with greater earnestness hut? 
than we ever sought a temporal that 
good, and not do less for Gody,,.... 
than we have already done fo N 


only 


7 


the world. Let us search ou Wk 
hearts: am I determined to $a, g 
crifice to God my strictest 
friendships, my most confirmed] 
nabits, my most prevalent inf jon, 
clinations, and most agreeabid 0%. 


amusements? b 


cere 


ing. 

TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. fort 

3 vo 

Of the terms. men would mak lin 
: : 5 . N ( 

with God. hl; 


I. © How long will ye haltf of 
between two opinions?” 1 Aingy by 


xviii. 21.“ No man can serid ex 
two masters,“ Math. vi. 24, fer 

WY lei 
We know, if we would be saved gu 


4 
YL 


we must love and serve Gout of 


1683} 
Oral. 
Od. ? 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 75 
ut we would fain Separate from 
that love, and that service, what» 
ever is burdensome; and leave 
only what is pleasing to us. We 
; would serve him on the terms 


. 


Pee, rl such as are not too 
long and tedious. We would 


love God on the terms of lov- 


ing, with him, and perhaps a- 
bove him, things which he has 
forbidden and condemned. We 


| would love him on the terms of 


diminishing nothing in that 


| blind self-love, w hereby, instead 


of referring ourselves to God, 
by whom, and from whom we 
exist, we, on the contrary, re- 


fer God to ourselves, and betake 
ourselves to him only as a source 


of comfort, when the creatures 


75 REFLECTIONS, 


fail us. We would serve him 
and love him on the terms of be- 
ing sometimes ashamed of him, 
and not venturing to give him 
any more than the world shall. 
allow and approve of. What 
kind of love and service is this: 

II. God will admit no other 
terms with us, but those which 


we covenanted in our baptism, 
wherein we promised to re— 


nounce the world for his sake. 
His first and great command- 
ment requires that we should 
love him unreservedly with ourP 
whole heart and mind, and} 
strength. Can he be said truly, 
to love God, who pays great 


deference to the world his ad— 


versary, against which he has 
denounced so many judgments?! 
Can he be said to love God, 


ha 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 77 
who is afraid of knowing him 
too much, lest he should be too 
. | far engaged in his service? Can 
Um, 3 | 1 
hin he be said to love God, who sat- 
haul Shes himself with not atfronting 
hat} him, and takes no pains to 
Iisa| Please him, nor is zealous for an 
her} opportunity to serve him? God 
nehl sets no limits to his love towards 
„us, and, therefore, our returns 
sm, ' 

re. to him should be of the same 
ke. nature. 


und- 


uldÞ 
a 


himt 
be- 


TWENTY-SEVENTH DA. 


Of spending our time well. 
IJ. Let us do good while we 


have time,” Gal. vi. 10. The 


night cometh in which no man 
can work,” John ix. 4. 
precious, but we know not it's 
true value; nor will we learn it, 


Time is 


78 REFLECTIONS, T 
till it is too late. Our friends] for 
ask it of us, and we bestow it asl not 
if it were nothing worth: nay, I lost 
sometimes we consider it as a| bac 
burden we want to get rid of; 
yet the day will come when, wel ou 
Shall think one quarter of an] are 
hour more valuable than all the} for 
treasures of the earth. God, | th: 
most liberal and bounteous of 
all other things, teaches us by 
the frugal dispensation of his 
providence, how careful we! 
ought to be to make a good use] 
of time, because he never gives 
us two moments together, nor 
grants us a Second, till he has 
withdrawn the firs, still keep- a 
ing the hird in his own hand, | d 
so that we are in a perfect un-] a 
certainty whether we shall have | f 
it. Time is given us to prepare | \ 


— 


TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY 79 


| for eternity, and eternity will 


not be too long to regret our 
lost time, if we have made a 


A VI 


| bad use of it. 


II. Our whole life, as well as 
our heart, is due to God: they 


are neither of them too much 
for him. 


He gave them only 
that we might love and serve 
him. Let us, therefore, rob 
him of nothing. 


much for him, but we may al- 


ways do what is proper for our 
station. To be silent, to suffer 


and to pray, when there is no 
room for outward action, is an 


acceptable offering to God A 


disappointment, a contradiction, 


an injury received and endured 
for God's sake, is of as much 


value as a long prayer; and the 


It is not every 
moment in our power to do 


80 REPLECTIONS. 


time is not lost, which is spent 
in the practice of meekness and 
patience. But we must be cau- 
tious, that such sufferings, are 
not occasioned by our own fault. 
Thus we should regulate our life, 
and „ redeem the time,“ as St. 


Paul saith, flying from the world, 


it's vain amusements, useless! 
correspondencies, and unproflit- ] 
able conversations, which serve! 
only to dissipate our minds, and} 
indulge our selt-love. By thesef 
means we shall find time for the] 


service of God: all that is spent 
otherwise 1s lost. 


| Wd 
 TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 
Of the presence of God. 
I.“ Walk before me, and be 


| thou perfect,” Gen. xvil. 1. 
They are the words of God to 


1 instructing us, that to 
live in the presence of God is 


the way to perfection. We nev- 
er depart from that way, but 
by losing sight of God, and for- 
getting our dependence upon 
him. Gad is the light by which 
we see, and the end at which we 


should aim. In all the business 


and events of life, we should 
1 consider only the order of his 


providence, and we shall main- 


| tain a sense of his presence, in 


the midst of our avocations, as 


long as we have no other inten- 
tion in performing them, but 


82 REPLECTIONS. 
purely that of obeying him. 
It. © I will lift up mine eye 


to the hills, from whence com- 
eth my help,” Psa. cxxi. I. 


Looking only to our feet, will 
not be sufficient to deliver us 
from the many snares that sur- 
round us; the danger, indeed, is 
below, but the deliverence can 
come only from above; thither 
must we lift up our eyes to him, 
from whom our help cometh. 
Our enemies encompass us inces- 
santly; nor are we in less dang- 
er from within, by reason of our 


infirmity: we have no hope but 


in Jesus Christ, who has over- 


come the world for himself and 
tor us: his omnipotence will} ** 


support our infirmities, 
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TWENTY-NINTH- DAY. 


On the love God hath for us. 


I. I have loved you with an 
eternal love.” Jer XXXIi. 3. Be- 
tore all ages, and even Hefore we 
had being, God thought of us, 
and thought of us only to do us 


good. His meditations were in 


eternity, his perſormances in 
time. His bountiful hand has 
bestowed on us every kind of 
blessing. Our mhaelities and 
ingr ratitudes, numerdus, as they 
are, have not aried up the foun- 
tain of his gifts, nor stopped 
the course of his mercies. 0 


love without beginning, which 


has loved us during infinite ages, 


ble of it, nor could acknow- 


| ledge it! O love without meas- 


84 REFLECTIONS. 
ure, which has made us what je 
we are, which has given us what ax 
we have, and which promises us ane 
infinitely more! O love vith- Ine 
out interruption, and without in-F hot 
constancy, which all the bitter} M 
waters of our iniquities could] he, 
never extinguich! O my God, 60 
1s there a heart that is not pierc- I tio. 
ed with gratitude, love, andy aft. 
tenderness! not 
II. But what do we behold? 
A God, who after having given 
all, gave up himself! A God 
who comes to seek after us, ev-J / 
en when we are lost! He who 
condescended to take the form 
of a slave, to deliver us from] put 
the slavery of our enemies? He eat 
who made himself poor to en-] pe. 
rich us. Ile who calls us andſ to 
pursues us, where-ever we 15.0 al 


„ 


THIRTIETH DAY. 85 
e who expired in torments to 
save us from the arms of death, 
and gave us instead a happy 
lite! yet how often do we refuse 
both him and the lite he offers. 
What should we take a man to 
be, who Should love another as 
God loves us; and what aftlic- 
tions do not those deserve, who 
after this great sacrifice, will 
not love the Lord Jesus Christ? 


THIRTIETEH DAY. 


Of the love tee ought to have for 
| | God. | 

IJ. Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none on 
earth that I desire beside thee,” 


: 


: 


"| Psa, Ixxili. 25. When we say 


to God, that we love him with 
all our heart, 't is often a mere 


. 


86 REFLECTIONS, 
form of words without truth or 
meaning. Men learn it when 
they are young, and continue to 
use it when they are grown up, 
without thinking of what they 
say. To love God is to have 
no other will but his; to keep 
taithfully his law, and have in 
abhorrence all violation of it. 
To love God, is to love what 
Christ loved, poverty, humilia- 
tions, and sufferings; it is to 
hate what he hated, the world 
and its vanities. Can we be 
said to love an object which we 
do not desire to resemble? "To 
love God, is to desire to con— 
verse with him, to wish to go to 
him, to sigh and languish after 
him. That is but a feigned love, 


which does not desire to see the 
beloved. 
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THIRTIETH DAY. 87 
II. Our Lord“ came to bring 


Ire upon the earth,” Luke xii. 


19, and desired that fire might 
Joverspread it. Yet men live in 


„Ja deadly coldness and indiffer- 


ence. They love money, build- 
ings, titles, and a chimera which 
they call reputation; they love 
even the meanest and most con- 
temptible things; but divine 
love rarely finds a place in their 
hearts. Do thou, O Lord, vin- 
dicate thy right in us, notwith- 
standing our infidelities: let the 
fire of thy love extinguish all 
other fires. What can we see 
lovely out of thee, which is not 
to be found in its full perfection 
in thee, O thou fountain of all“ 
good! grant us but grace to love 

thee, and we shall then love 


thee anly, thee eherne. 
VALL - 


88 REFLECTIONS, 


THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 


Sentiments of divine love. 


J. We love him, because he 
first loved us,” 1 John iv. 19. 
But when shall we return love 
for love? When shall we seek 
after him who seeks after us, 
and who bears us in his arms? 
*T is within his tender and fa- 
therly bosom that we forget him: 
it is through the sweetness of 
his gifts that we cease to think 
of him: what he gives us every 
moment, instead of tenderly af— 
fecting, does but serve to amuse 
us. He is the fountain of all 
pleasures; the creatures are but 
the chaunels, and the channel 


makes us count the source as | 
nothing. Ilis immense love | 


THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 89 
pursues us every where, and we 
continually fly from its pursuits! 
He is every where, and we see 
him no where! We think our- 
selves alone when we have none 
but him: he doeth all, and we 
rely not upon him in any thing ! 
We think our affairs to be all 


desperate, when we have no re- 


Source left us but what his prov- 
idence can supply, as if infinite 
and almighty love was able to 
do nothing! O monstrous folly! 
O subversion of the whole man! 

II. Let thou, O love, bearest 
with us! thou waitest on us 
with patience without end, and 
even seemest by thy excess of 
patience to indulge our ingrati- 
tudes: even they who desire to 


love thee, love thee only for 
themselves, for their comfort, or 


90 REFLECTIONS, 

their security. Where are they 
that love thee for thy own sake! 
Where are they that love thee, 
because they were created for 
no other end but to love thee? 
They are unknown amongst 
men, and their names are writ- 
ten only in thy book. But to 
what purpose doth the world 
subsist, it we love not thee, and 
if we love thee not so as to be 
made sensible that the love of 
thee is above every other bless- 
ing? This was thy intention in 
producing without thee what is 


not thyself; thy design was tof 


create beings, who, holding all 
from thee, should devote them- 
selves to thee alone. 


rr 


thee. 


I am ignorant of: but do thou 
| behold, 


thy mercy. 
Depress me, or raise me up: I 
adore all thy purposes, without 


ON THE WORDS, 


« Lord teach us fo . 
Luke xi. 1 


O Lord, I know not what 1 
Should ask of thee. Thou on- 
ly knowest what I want: and 
thou lovest me better than I can” 
love myself. O Lord, give to 
me, thy child, what is proper, 
whatsoever it may be. I dare 
not ask either crosses or com- 
forts. I only present myself be- 
fore thee: I open my heart to 
Behold my wants, which 


and do according to 
Smite, or heal! 


* knowing them: 1 am Silent, 1 


92 REFLECTIONS. 

offer myself in sacrifice. I a- 
bandon myself to thee. I have 
no more any desire, but to ac- 
complish thy will. Teach me 
to pray. Pray thou thyself in 
me. | 2 


THE END. 


un 
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